
At the Faculty of Environment and Natural Resources, the research group Biometry & 
Environmental System Analysis, Prof. Dr. Carsten Dormann, offers a third-party 
funded position for a 

Research assistant (PhD student) 

The position is for a period of 4 years, the starting date is as soon as possible (latest 
01.11.2021). The position is part-time (65% of regular working hours) with salary and 
benefits commensurate with a public service position in the state Baden-Württemberg, 
Germany (TV E 13, 65%). 

The positions will be part of the German Research Foundation (DFG)-funded project 
“Trait-based theory of network reassembly” within the Research Unit 5207 
“Reassembly of species interaction networks – Resistance, resilience and functional 
recovery of a rainforest ecosystem”. The successful candidate will investigate ways to 
statistically estimate processes of interaction patterns from data on species traits and 
observed interactions along a successional gradient, building on the approach of Benadi
et al. (  Am Nat, in press  )  . This work will be tightly integrated with colleagues in 
Darmstadt focussing on simulating community assembly (lab of Prof. B. Drossel). The 
project provides opportunities for field work in the Chocó rainforest study area in 
Ecuador. 

The successful applicant will hold a MSc-degree or equivalent in Ecology, Physics or a 
related relevant discipline and will have an interest and practical experience in 
statistical analyses and programming (preferably in R). Further requirements include a 
creative, analytical and critical mindset, the ability to work independently and to further
develop the project. The position further requires good English oral and writing skills. 
The willingness for further scientific qualification (e.g. a PhD project within the field of
ecology) is expected.

We are particularly pleased to receive applications from women for the position 
advertised here.

Please send your application as a single PDF mentioning the registration 4721K to 
meier@biom.uni-freiburg.de. We will start reviewing applications on 15 June 2021 
until the position is filled. 

Further information is available from Prof. Dr. Carsten Dormann at 
carsten.dormann  @  biom.  uni-  frei  burg.de  . 
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